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By Kathy Klimek, Transition Coordinator

 “We see these students walking around down-
town.  What are they doing?”  “They are so polite.” 
“We are grateful to have them working with us!”
 These are the phrases we hear people saying 
about our little band of students from INTERN.  We 
have been very fortunate to partner with City of South 
Bend Venues Parks & Arts for about 6 years now.  
When Aaron Perri took over as Director for Venues 
Parks & Arts he mentioned to  us that there was this 
group called DTSB (Downtown South Bend) that 
would be perfect for our kids.  He was right! 
 DTSB and INTERN began a partnership last 
May that continued on through the summer.  We were 
so excited when they agreed to partnering in our first 
Summer INTERN Program - which was a raging suc-
cess by the way- that we hoped we’d be invited back!  
Danielle Olinger and Amy Paul are DTSB Managers 
who have been our biggest supporters!  They felt 
as though our students did such a fabulous job they 

DTSB and INTERN Program Forge  Perfect Partnership!
invited us to be permanent partners not only during the 
school year, but for our Summer INTERN Program as 
well.
 Our students have really learned the value of 
keeping their city clean.  INTERN students have a 
variety of tasks when working with DTSB.  We have 

cleaned up trash in vacant lots, cleaned the windows 
and railings in the parking garages, helped to set up 
the tables and chairs for events, planted in the City 
curb planters, arranged bulbs and lights on the wreaths 
at Christmas time, and a variety of other odd jobs.  We 
have built positive relationships with the store owners 
around town.  Store owners as well as city patrons 
have often rewarded our students with gift cards for 
South Bend Chocolate or Cops and Doughnuts! Al-
ways a nice incentive for a job well done!
 If you see a group of students in bright colored 
t-shirts walking around downtown this summer there’s 
a good likelihood it’s our  INTERN students beautify-
ing the city streets of South Bend. Please don’t hesi-
tate to stop and chat!

Tim and Jalien at work in downtown South Bend. They are 
two of several students who participate in the partnership 
between DTSB and the Intern Program

Students perform a wide range of task from picking up 
trash to planting flowers. 



By Christi Carr, INTERN Supervisor

On May 5, a team of athletes from the South Bend 
Community School Corporation competed in the second 
annual Together for the Long Run track meet at St. Joseph 
High School.  The purpose of Together for the Long Run 
is to break down the barriers of disabilities and bring the 
community together through a “unified” meet that partners an 
athlete with a disability with an abled competitor. Participants 
share in laughter, excitement and competition.  Together for 
the Long Run was started last year by St. Joseph Senior Cat 
Edmonds, now a student at the University of Notre Dame.

We are very excited to announce that a team of 
SBCSC special education student athletes participated in the 
meet. Our SBCSC students competed in hopes of earning a 
position in the state meet in Terre Haute.  Students athletes 
from each of our high schools participated in the following 
events:  50 meter walk, 400 meter run, 100 meter walk/run, 
25 meter walk, softball throw, shot-put, and standing long 
jump!  Kyle Butchko took first place in the 100 meter dash, 
Daryl Gardner captured first in the 100 meter walk, and Max 
Horvath won first place in the 400 meter dash. Congratulations 
to all the athletes who competed!

Ian Nelson is coach of the South Bend Track team. Ian 
has taught seven years in the Special Education Department 
and currently teaches vocational skills to students through the 
INTERN program. Ian is a busy coach! In addition to coaching 

 SBCSC Special Education Track Team Competes in First Meet
the Special education athletes he has coached for six years 
with the varsity football and freshman basketball programs 
at Adams High School. Ian notes that the athletes “rose to the 
occasion and competed with heart.” He adds “they showed 
great sportsmanship in every event.” The athletes, as well as 
all who competed or attended the meet, are already looking 
forward to next year’s competition. Mark your calendar now 
for early May!

By Heather Hetler, Editor

 It’s almost summer, and for many children that 
means a break in school-based speech-language therapy. 
But that doesn’t have to mean a break for speech and lan-
guage development! There are many activities parents can 
do at home in order to keep up growth and prevent a summer 
speech-language slide. Here are some general suggestions, 
but be sure to check with your child’s speech-language pa-
thologist for any suggestions targeted for your child.
 For Language: Read! No matter your child’s age, 
read with them this summer. Make it a daily habit. Choose 
books with good sentence structure and complex vocabulary 
to read together. Browse through picture books for books for 
children from preschool through 4th or 5th grade--the vocab-
ulary in quality picture books is often great. Chapter books 
make great read-alouds for older students. And don’t forget 
about books on CD. Our local public library is a wealth of 
great resources as well as knowledgeable librarians. 
 For Speech: If your child is able to produce their tar-
get sounds, practice, practice, practice! Set a time every day 
to work on words with their speech sound. Even 5 minutes a 

day will make a big difference. If they’re still struggling to 
produce sounds, play sound games. Make lots of different 
sounds and have your child practice imitating them.
 For Social/Pragmatic Language: As much as possi-
ble, get out and enjoy our community by going to the library, 
the park, the zoo, or even just going for a walk. Some chil-
dren struggle with new situations, and talking through what 
will happen or writing simple social stories will help them 
know what to expect. Set a summer goal to help your child 
grow at least a little. Do they have difficulty in any public 
situation? Set a goal to make it 10-15 minutes. If you have a 
social butterfly, set a goal to increase expected engagement 
with others. 
 For all children: No matter their age, summer is best 
enjoyed with a lot of play and fun. Teach a new playground 
game, play board games together, join a sports team, take 
some swimming lessons, dance to some music, or spend 
time doing together whatever your child enjoys. As you 
spend time together, talk about what you are doing, have a 
conversation and share emotions. Hopefully you’ll see your 
child’s speech and language skills blossom all summer long.

Speech-Language Corner

Members of the track team with their helpers, friends and 
coach. The team is coached by Ian Nelson, back row third 
from right.



By Terry Tahara, East District Support Team
 The 5th annual “Back to School University” is 
being held from July 31-August 3 at Edison Intermediate 
Center. This year Special Education is partnering with 
Title 1 and Education and Innovation Services to expand 
the course offerings. We have over 100 sessions available! 
Lunch sessions will be offered daily with Mr. Matt Johns, 
Director of Special Education, and Superintendent Dr. 
Kenneth Spells as two of our featured speakers. Project 
Search and INTERN will be offering lunch for a nominal 

Back to School University 2017
fee to all participants. Sessions are open to all teachers, 
speech personnel, and paraprofessionals. Stipends will 
again be provided to participants. 

Mandatory Special Education sessions 
will be offered on CPI, Transition, Present Levels, 
Accommodations and Goals as well as Behavior 
Intervention Plans, as well as other courses on 
Technology, Curriculum, Behavior Management and 
Teacher Support. Mark your calendars! Registration will 
open before the end of the school year.

Visual Spatial Math
By Cyndi Smith (Cyndi is a former editor of The Special Edition and a volunteer at Adams High School)

Students with a Math Disability need to develop “number sense” in a different way.  It is not that the strategies are 
totally different, but it is important to use ALL of the following strategies together in an intentional way:

• Introduce all new math concepts with hands-on, 3-dimensional materials  and use these materials longer 
than you might think they are needed.  If the student gets confused when dealing with “numbers only” 
with a new concept, go back and review the concept with manipulative materials.

• Do not transition to working with “numbers alone” too quickly.
• Tie new concepts to real life experiences right away to facilitate better memory.
• Use small numbers initially when teaching new concepts to minimize the use of a calculator, and to 

enhance “number sense.”
• Encourage the student to verbalize what they are doing, by pairing verbalization with visual constructs, 

which will enhance memory for that construct.

Here is a manipulative that can be created by the student to help “see” Place Value.  The student can see that num-
bers on top of each other create a summary of all the numbers underneath. 

Finished product:

Created by Sue Downing and a free download - http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sue Downing

Here is an example of rounding numbers using a monopoly game.  You can pay 
the rent when landing on a property, by rounding to tens (which also eliminates the 
need to play with ones).

I have seen this approach work with one student who had almost no “number 
sense.”  She recently took a fraction test, using all the operations, and she scored 
100%.  Come see more of this approach at Back to School University (7/31-
8/3/2017).
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AUTISM CORNER
By Chris Currey and Brenda Hinkle, SBCSC Autism Consultants

 

Summer Break 
            Created by Kristi A. Jordan, OTR/L 
            Indiana Resource Center for Autism 

 
Most of the time I go to school on Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. 

 
Sometimes the schedule changes and  

I do not go to school. 
 

Sometimes there are holidays and vacation days, 
like summer break. 

 
I will do some fun things over summer break. I can 
look at the calendar to see what I am going to do. 

 
Some families go on vacation.  

Some families stay home. 
Some families have cookouts or go swimming.  

I will go back to school in August. I can look at 
the calendar to see the first day of school 

 
When I go back to school,  

I might have a new teacher.  
My teacher and friends will be happy to see me!  

If I don’t know if I have school, I can ask my 
parent or look at my calendar.  

Summer break is a change in schedule,  
but that is okay. 
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